PROTEST-
expressions, the same pale faces show the growing thought that obsesses them all.
Among them are a few young fellows who whistle and shout: "Come along with me! I know where the Ministers are. Come on!" And all at once columns are formed; they fall into ranks, five or eight abreast, as they learned during their military service or at political demonstrations. The girls take their lovers' arms, the older women stride, arms swinging, by their husbands' sides. The brass buttons and the eyes of the armed police glitter angrily at them; but, for the present, they are allowed to pass. Now Ministers and Ambassadors, Secretaries of State, Generals and Councillors, Lords, Counts, and Grand Dukes, leave their padded arm-chairs arid walk over to the open windows, for the streets are in uproar.
A tramp of marching feet—and we have not yet given the marching orders! A mustering together—and no Emperor or President has yet signed the decree! Do you want to force our hands ?
"Peace! Peace! Down with war!"
"Oh, that's it, is it ? The damned Socialists 1" The War-Counts of Vienna smile sourly,, the Chancellor in Berlin looks down uneasily, the eyes of the Grand Dukes dart hatred, the Premier in London stands silent, and ponders the numbers, toii% and attitude of the masses, and the Frenchman, hiitfeelf a son of the people, bites his lips.
"Frieden! Frieden! Wir wollen keinen Krieg!" comes the shout of a thousand voices from the Brandenburger Tor, round the corner of the broad Wilhelmstrasse; and mingling with the scent of fading limes, an exhalation from the sweat-soaked garments of the thousand mounts to the windows of the low, long Ministerial Offices.
"Frieden! Frieden! Nieder mit dem Kriegl" In the same hour the shout goes up from the Burgring in Vienna; from the steps in front of Parliament's locked and bolted doors it is carried over the tree-tops of the crowded Yalksgarten to the baroque windows of the Ballhausplatz.
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